GRANITE BORDERS LANDCARE
COMMITTEE INCORPORATED

PO BOX 400 TENTERFIELD NSW 2372

Co-ordinator - Mark Thomas el H Project Manager - Amanda Craig
Phone/Fax 02 6736 3500 VISIt us On“ne at Phone/Fax 026736 3500

Moblle 040 892 696 www.graniteborderslandcare.com.au Moblle 0438 894 556

Email mark@gblc.org.au Email mandy@gblc.org.au

GRANITE BORDERS
‘ LANDCARE NEWSLETTER
e Bordere NUMBER SEVENTY SIX
Landcare FEBRUARY 2012

2

Granite Borders

Landcare

Right -Dr Maarten
Stapper, farming
systems
agronomist, will
be giving a
presentation on
Friday 9th March.
Details on page 3.

Left-Rivertree
Landcare field day.
Details on page 4.

Left-Major
General Michael
Jeffery will be
the keynote
speaker at the

Above Left -Catching
up at the Landcare
Christmas drinks

gathering on Friday Landcare
16th December. Adventure dinner
in Inverell.

Left-Jeff Lowien Details page 10.

demonstrating various
soil tests at a Soil

Health Forum held at

the Tenterfield Golf

Professional Trapper Mark Lamb
demonstrating O0si gn
Feral Animal Field Day. Details page 6.

Dung Beetle expert Dr Bernard Doube
gets down and dirty at the Dung Beetle
Field Day. Details page 5.
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New Year Welcome
Mark Thomas

Welcome everyone to what looks like being an
exciting year for Granite Borders Landcare.
There are many exciting projects and

potential projects across the region to watch
out for as the year unfolds.

Coming events include the Landcare
Adventure in Inverell, as well as presentations
from Maarten Stapper (farming systems
agronomist), Christine Jones (Carbon for Life)
and Lewis Kahn (Agricultural Information &
Monitoring Services).

As the Community Support Officer | intend to
improve connections with groups that have
been dormant in recent years, continue to
develop school activities and youth
involvement in Landcare, enhance our use of
social media for communications as well as
strengthening partnerships with local and
regional organisations involved in NRM. In
short there is a need to increase community
awareness of what Granite Borders Landcare
is all about!

Mandy Craig will be kept busy managing
various projects, in particular the flood
recovery project. To
attract future funding requires development
and implementation of digital mapping to
record on-ground activities, both past and
present as well as future project
opportunities. Neil Fordyce is assisting in
selecting the appropriate software and his
time and expertise are greatly appreciated.

Lastly, 2012 is being
the Farmero6. | realis
Landcare members on the significance of the
farming sector, but hopefully the general
community can gain a greater understanding
of the importance of our producers on the
land. All the best for 2012!
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2012
Revegetation
Project

Granite Borders Landcare is nhow seeking
expressions of interest from landholders
who want to plant native trees and shrubs
on their properties in 2012. Through
funding from Caring for our Country -
Community Action Grants, the Granite
Borders area landholders can be provided
with trees and tree guards. Landcare, with
the assistance from Mole Station Native
Nursery, will provide advice for ground
preparation, species selection and weed
control.

Trees are planted for a variety of reasons
including wildlife habitat, erosion control
and stream-bank stabilization, as well as
shade and shelter for pastures and
livestock.

There is an insert in this publication of the

Granite Borders Landcare newsletter for an
Expression of Interest for the 2012

Revegetation Project which can be faxed
on (02) 6736 3500 or mailed back to

Granite Borders Landcare, PO Box 400,
Tenterfield NSW 2372. You can also
download the EOI form from our website,

www.graniteborderslandcare.com.au.

Any landholders who are interested in
participating in the tree planting projects
may also contact the Project Manager
Amanda Craig at the Landcare Office on
(02) 6736 3500 between 9am - 3pm
weekdays.
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$596,750 Flood Grant for the District.

Granite Borders Landcare Committee has
been successful in a grant in which it will
receive $596,750 in funding from the Federal
Governments Caring for our Country program.
This project is to address the effects of the
2011 floods on the natural resources and
assets of the region. Approximately half of the
money is to be spent on weed eradication and
the other on on-ground works relating directly
to landscape damage.

Landholders and Managers are asked to
contact the Landcare Office for an Expression
of Interest (EQI) form. This form is to be filled
out as the first stage of applying for funding.
The EOI form will be available as of Monday
the 16™ January and EOI will close on the 9"
March.

This project was put forward to continue the
Flood Recovery works carried out by Northern
Rivers and Border RiversGwy d i r
address the needs of Landholders and
Managers who did not have the opportunity
for funding under this project or other funding
which was available.

Landholders who submitted an Expression Of
Interest to Granite Borders in 2011 for the
CMAGS flood recovery
funded will need to reapply under the new
Granite Borders EOI as this is a new project.
All Expressions of Interest will be assessed by
a specialist panel that will consist of
representatives
Networks.

of t h

The Weeds component of the funding will
address four Weeds of National Significance;
Blackberry, Chilean Needle Grass, Lantana
and Willows. Programs for these weeds have
been established in partnership with
Tenterfield, Glen Innes and Inverell Local
Governments and the
Officers.

C

To receive an EOI form or for further
information contact Amanda Craig Project
Manager on 02 6736 3500 between
9am i 3pm weekdays. You can also download
the EOI form  from our website,
www.graniteborderslandcare.com.au.

CMA
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Dr Maarten Stapper

Farming Systems Agronomist
Friday 9th March - Tenterfield

Dr. Stapper is a farming systems agronomist who's main
focus is helping farmers improve the profitability of their
operations by harnessing the power of natural healthy soil
processes. Maarten believes that by improving the use of
inputs and understanding those practices that negatively
impact on soil health farmers can have a positive impact
on their land and production.

RSVP - Granite Borders Landcare on (02) 6736 3500.

CARING
FOR
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COUNTRY

This project is supported
by Granite Borders
Landcare Committee Inc.,
through funding from the
Australian Government's
Caring for our Country.
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Rivertree Landcare

{

Field Day

Friday 16th March 2012

Mack & Gilruth Rees, ‘Kalimna South’ Rivertree
9am - 3pm (QLD time)
Morning tea & lunch (BBQ) provided
Bring - Hat, appropriate footwear, chair

RSVP—Cranite Borders Landcare (02) 6736 3500 or email
landcare@halenet.com.au by Wednesday 14th March
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Dung Beetle Field Days summary
Lisa Martin - LHPA District Vet

Lisa Martin, District Veterinarian Tenterfield
with the New England LHPA, said it was a
great collaborative approach to be involved
with the recent joint Landcare -LHPA Dung
Beetle field days.

Lisa together with other New England LHPA
District Veterinarians Andrew Biddle (Glen
Innes), Steve Eastwood (Armidale) and North
West LHPA Warialda District Vet Ted Irwin,
combined with former CSIRO scientist
Bernard Doube, from South Australia, to
present a travelling road show of field days
on the varied topics of Buffalo Fly, Pestivirus
and the benefits of Dung Beetles.

Above - Bernard Doube gets down and dirty in the
paddock, searching for dung beetle species at the
Steinbrook Hall Field Day.

These were presented at multiple locations
across the New England region starting at
Liston in the north and meandering
throughout the northern tablelands south to
Walcha. Many producers took the opportunity
to get up to date information and good
attendances were recorded in all locations.

All District Vets and Landcare staff said it
was a pleasure to have interactive and
engaged audiences who really thought about
the topics and were interested in how they
impacted their own livestock operations.
Plenty of questions were discussed and
feedback from producers was good with
many indicating they were keen to attend
future programs.

Working collaboratively with our partner
organisations is a great way for New England
LHPA to distribute the latest topical
information and makes for a diverse and fun
day for producers to network and interact
together with their fellow farmers.

We really appreciate the opportunity to
deliver information alongside both Landcare
and NSW DPI organisations throughout the
year. With more field days planned in the
near future the LHPA encourages producers
to drop us a line with your email contact
details or keep an eye out for flyers around
town advertising dates.

Above - (from left) Mark Thomas, Lisa Martin, Bernard
Doube and Jennie Coldham at the Steinbrook Hall
Dung Beetle Field Day.
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