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Above - Landcare Week Trivia Night Winners. From left: Susan Above - The Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden at Forbes
Butterfield, Peter von Schaik, Suzanne Gulikers, Neil Fordyce & North Primary School. The pleasures of gardening and cooking
Janet White. More details on Landcare Week events on page 2. are not lost on these inspiring children. More details from the

NSW Landcare Forum on page 8.

Left - QLD
Landcare
Conference:
Delegates
inspect the
Clare Weir,
part of the
Burdekin
impressive
irrigation
scheme.
Details
page 5.

. . P Above - BLOG representatives Rex Maddocks & Douglas Fox
this I Sssuee receiving the QLD Landcare Community Group Award (2nd
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A Mingoola Landcare Group Weeds Field Day place) from QLD Governor Penelope Wensley. See page 11.
A NRCMA Blackberry & Lantana control funding ‘
A QLD Landcare Conference summary Right -

A Pasture Field Day - Glen Innes DPI station Mark helps

A NSW Landcare Forum summary ;qe.rg?]'tlg:_en B

A Funding success for Granite Borders Landcare field Pre-

A National Water Week Erfgg?sltan d

A Weed Safari more about

A QLD Landcare Awards - BLOG g;‘:i"\‘/’g‘g

A Landcare Week wrap plants!

A

2012 Landcare Adventure - GWYMAC
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Thoughts from the Community
Support Officer

As | stroll down to work across Federation
Park and over Tenterfield Creek | appreciate
what it was that inspired me to join Granite
Borders Landcare and make the move from
Brisbane to Tenterfield.

Having survived my first winter | am reaping
the rewards that this region has to offer. The
sounds and smells of Spring are all around, as
is a renewed sense of energy and urgency to
make the most of the
Hopefully you all share the enjoyment | am
feeling at present.

My first few months have involved various field
days across the region, visits to the communi-
ty gardens, participation in group meetings,
activities at Tenterfield Pre-School, attendance
at the QLD and NSW Landcare Conferences,
and generally speaking lots of hand-shaking
and introductions!

Landcare Week was an enjoyable experience
for me, particularly as | was involved in the
NSW Landcare Forum in Parkes. It was an
opportunity to network extensively, but also to
see the wonderful achievements of Landcare
groups around the state. If you are able to at-
tend such an event in the future | would highly
recommend it.

Landcare Week also involved a couple of soils
testing and interpretation workshops, as well
as a trivia night in Tenterfield. Although the
weather was against us, an enjoyable evening
was had by those that braved the elements.
Although the questions challenged (and frus-
trated) the grey matter, everyone seemed sat-
isfied with the great food and friendship that
the event provided. My sincere thanks to John
& Gillian Boucher for providing much needed
support in the smooth running of the evening.
't woul dndt have been

As for what lies on the road ahead, CVA flood
recovery works are in full swing, various field
days are planned for the coming months,
schools activities, funding opportunities to fol-
low up, Landcare groups to meet and before
we know it Christmas
forget that Christmas drinks for Granite Bor-
ders Landcare are planned for Thursday 8th
December.
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| feel | have settled in to the role of Community
Support Officer well and | contribute that to the
many wonderful people that have welcomed
me, given me encouragement and most im-
portant of all, the friendships that | can feel
developing even at this early stage.

Above - Community Support Officers enjoy the NSW
Landcare Awards dinner in Parkes. From left: Frances
Young, Brooke Kelly, myself, Bec Ballard & Fiona Adams

My sincere thanks to the staff for their support
during this transitional period for Granite Bor-
ders. Lib, Mandy, Margi (and Jennie) are a
great asset to the organisation and it is a
pleasure to have them as colleagues. Thanks
must also go to the executive, general commit-
tee and various member groups and individu-
als.
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Mingoola Landcare Group

Weeds Field Day
On Wednesday 31 Augu st
Dayd was held at
6Trenayad at
stage of a project funded by the Australian
Governments Caring for our Country Commu-
nity Action Grant that is to assist the Mingoola
Landcare Group to investigate a range of
methods for controlling herbaceous weeds in
grazing country. Trials for this project will be
established on five properties with control
methods based on the information collected
on the day and supervised by Lester McCor-
mick, Jeff Lowien and Neil Rossington.
The focus of the day was to gather information
on the main weed of contention for landhold-
ers in the area which is Blue Heliotrope
(Heliotropium amplexicaule Vahl), a summer-
growing perennial herb. It is extremely drought
-hardy, which increases its ability to persist
and spread, and has made it a major agricul-
tural weed in NSW.
The main problem with blue heliotrope is that it
competes with desirable pasture plants and
causes toxicity to stock (liver and secondary
brain damage). It also lowers production in
grazing country, makes cultivation difficult by
clogging up machinery and interferes with the
timing of sowing oats with landholder having to
wait till May.

Above-Blue Heliotrope (Heliotropium amplxi-
caule Vahl) in flower.

The day consisted of discussions on; the
background of the weed in the area, the is-
sues associated with it and what control meth-
ods have been used to date. A paddock in-
spection of sites affected by blue heliotrope
and information on control measures was pre-
sented.
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The discussions on the background of the
weed in the area revealed that it has been

a 6Wee opresegt for aéle st thirty years. The establish-
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it is commonly found today consist of old culti-
vations, alluvial soil areas, and in general are-
as that become bare through spraying / tilling.
It has been found to also establish on hillsides
and in gullied areas.

Methods used to date consist of; cultivation
with and without herbicides, boom-spraying,
high density grazing by goats followed by rest-
ing the paddock, sheep controlling young
plants. Herbicides that have had good results
were roundup®, roundup® and starane (1lt:
500mls). It was also noted that Roundup® and
hot up (an activator for roundup) applied by
boom spraying lead to a poor result.

Above-The group observing Blue Helio-
trope emerging among a crop of

Mingoola weeds field day

Industry and Investment NSW Lester McCor-
mick Technical Specialist T Pastures and Jeff
Lowien District Agronomist and Tenterfield
Shire Council Noxious Weeds Inspector Neil
Rossington assisting the twenty one people in
attendance to gather information on blue heli-
otrope in the area.

To summarise the day it is believed that to
control blue heliotrope a number of methods
working in conjunction with each other will be
the most successful option. Herbicides, sow-
ing of competitive pasture species and the re-
lease a biological control introduced by
CSIRO T the leaf eating Blue Heliotrope Leaf
Beetle and the root feeding Blue Heliotrope
Flea Beetle where conditions are supportive,
will be the basic strategies from which land-
holders can design trials to suit their site.
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Northern Rivers Catchment
Management Authority
funds Lantana and
Blackberry Control.

The Tenterfield Flood Disaster Environmental
Recovery Project funded by the Northern Riv-
ers Catchment Management Authority (CMA)
focusing on Weeds of National Significance,
in particular Lantana and Blackberries, is un-
derway in the Koreelah district. Granite Bor-
ders Landcare Committee, through this fund-
ing is supplying chemical materials and infor-
mation to Koreelah, Timbarra and the Upper
Rocky River Landcare Groups, to target
weeds in areas impacted by the January 2011
flood events.

Above - A member of the Koreelah Landcare Group
using a O0splatter gund for

Riparian areas, areas that have been seed
sources and new infestations are been to be
targeted. A demonstration and training day on
the use of splatter guns and quick spray units
for the control of Lantana with EnviTE
(Environmental Training & Education) is
scheduled to be held on the Rocky River on
Saturday the 5th of November.

This training day is opened to everyone, for

those interested in attending call the Granite
Borders Landcare office on 02 67363500 for
more details.
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GRANITE BORDERS LANDCARE & THE
NORTHERN RIVER CATCHMENT MANAGEMENT
AUTHORITY

Invites you to a
Demonstration and training day

SPLATTER GUN Control of

LANTANA with EnviTE

(Environmental Training & Education)

When: SATURDAY 5TH NOVEBR — 10:0

Where: Bob Burkes ‘ Malara Creek’ (follow Landcare signs)
ROCKY RIVER ROAD

Cost: FREE—Includes morning tea, lunch & drinks

RSVP: Thursday 3rd Nov (Landcare office 6736 3500)
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Granile Borders
Landcare

GRANITE BORDERS LANDCARE COMMITTEE & MOLE
STATION NATIVE NURSERY INVITE YOU TO

TREE PICK UP DAY.

11:00— Morning Tea

11.30— David Caldwell

Tree planting demonstration and tour.
1:00— Lunch (Red Cross fundraiser COST $10.00)

1.30— Tree Collection (please bring agreement with
Granite Borders Landcare to enable quick

process)
RSVP GRANITE BORDERS LANDCARE COMMITTEE OFFICE 0267363500
Granite Borders CAR IN G
Landcare P . FOR
e | OUR
A COUNTRY
4



QLD Landcare Conference
Ayr 2011

Douglas Fox and Mark Thomas travelled to
Ayr (one hour south of Townsville) for the
2011 QLD Landcare Conference. The confer-
ence was run over three days, giving land-
carers across the State the opportunity to
come together to share experiences,
knowledge and ideas for the future.

The theme for the conference was Genera-
tions of Guardians and it was appropriate that
a Junior Landcare event was being held con-
currently in Ayr. Approximately 250 delegates
attended, representing community Landcare
groups, government agencies and industry
groups.

The Governor of Queensland, Penelope
Wensley, officially opened proceedings as pa-
tron of QLD Land and Water Carers. Dr John
Williams, NSW Commissioner for Natural Re-
sources and member of the Wentworth Group
of Concerned Scientists, gave an interesting
presentation on the future; balancing food se-
curity and environment health and services. It
was not as pessimistic as it would seem, alt-
hough urgent action is required from all sec-
tions of society. Landcare certainly has an im-
portant role to play well into the future!

An important component of the conference is
the workshops that are held concurrently, giv-
ing delegates the opportunity to hear presenta-
tions from groups and individuals across the
state.

Presentations included individual brag ses-
sions, achievements with environmental recla-
mation works, monitoring of potential hot
spots, pigs, fruit bats, pests and diseases, salt
and rising water table issues surrounding irri-
gation, carbon and government related issues.

These presentations are a wonderful insight
into activities around the state and assist in
developing ideas for the future events and
funding opportunities for groups like Granite
Borders Landcare.

The following day involved four field trips
across the region; the Northern Exposure tour,
Best of Burdekin, Burdekin & Haughton Irriga-
tion tour and Coastal & Indigenous Burdekin
tour . Douglas joined
Mark joined the indigenous tour, both of which
appeared to be a success.

Douglas visited the Soldier Settlement com-
munity of Clare, where 80% production is
cane, with cash crops an important growing
industry. The Burdekin Falls Dam provides
water security for the regions growers, alt-
hough concerns over a rising water table (17m
to 2m) and chemical runoff onto the Great Bar-
rier Reef are legitimate issues that are current-
ly being addressed by landholders, industry
groups and all levels of government.

Mark visited Plantation Park, where the 60m
carpet python (Gubulla Manda) and Juru Walk
are located. Local elders discussed bush tuck-
er, including traditional turtle hunting and the
research and monitoring program underway at
the moment. The tour also included a visit to
the gallery of a local indigenous artist, Aicey
Zaro, before returning to Ayr.

The Gala dinner followed on from the field
trips and was a wonderful evening celebrating
Landcare with great food and entertainment.

Overall, the conference provided an opportuni-
ty to look over the fence, hear and discuss

ot her Landcare
and work together to ensure Landcare contin-
ues to play its role in creating a better tomor-
row.
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BLOG Upadate

Meetings start at 10am unless otherwise advised.
Talk starts at 11am sharp with lunch about
12.30pm. Remember to bring a hat, a chair and a
plate to share (either morning tea or lunch) as well
as a cup, plate & cutlery. If unsure of directions
etc., ring one of the contacts listed below.

Saturday 29th October

Horn retrieval. At the home of John and Julie
Lindsay, we will retrieve the horns which were
buried on their property in may and have been
weaving their magic over winter.

Bring and Buy

This stall is held on all BLOG days. Any donations
of surplus produce, seedlings, jams etc. are sold at
a very reasonable price to raise money for a
worthy charity.

Committee Meetings

Are held monthly, usually on the 2nd Thursday. If
you want something on the agenda, please contact
a committee member and they will arrange it.

Market in the Mountains Roster
BLOG Market Coordinator-

Janine Jamieson 0409 337 654

BLOG Contacts

Ring for info on updates, activities or directions:
Rex Maddocks 02 6736 4259
Douglas Fox 07 4685 3130
Sarah Hamlyn-Harris 07 4681 2962
John & Julie Lindsay 07 4681 2729
Dell Tierney 02 6736 3056

Mary Baillie & Glen French 07 4681 4662

BLOG website :

www.granitenet.com.au/groups/environmental/

blog

for:  Activities
Resource List
Tool Library

DVD/CD/VHS Library
Biodynamic Book Library
Seed SavingBush Care

Useful Links and more

V. Left: Tom
S Dunn
' } demonstrat-
ing a bench
graft at the
August
BLOG field
day.
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Funding Success for Granite
Borders Landcare

Granite Borders Landcare have been success
-ful with the following projects to be funded
through the Australian Government, Dept. of
Families, Housing, Community Services and
Indigenous Affairs Community Investment Pro
-gram-Volunteer Grants.

Black Swamp $3,400

The Black Swamp Landcare Group are inter-
ested in sustainable farming practices and
meet regularly for field days, workshops and
general social networking. This funding will
enable the group to purchase a Swingwiper to
assist in herbicide application for trials aimed
at controlling the invasive African lovegrass
that is dominating the landscape and causing
a loss of biodiversity in the region.

Stanthorpe Bushcare Volunteers $2,250

The Stanthorpe Bushcare Volunteer Group
meet on a weekly basis to remove weeds,
plant trees and shrubs and generally improve
the habitat on public land in the Stanthorpe
town and district. This funding will assist in
purchasing equipment to continue to support
the great work of the volunteers.

Tenterfield Community Gardens $5000

The Tenterfield Community Gardens involves
individuals and families who have an interest
in the growing of organic fruit and vegetables
in a social setting of like-minded people. This
funding will inject a much needed boost into
the operation of the gardens. The equipment
will ensure greater efficiency and results, as
well as encouraging greater community in-
volvement in the gardens.

Congratulations to the three groups men-
tioned and hopefully this funding helps
achieve the desired results!

Contact the Granite Borders Landcare office
to find out what funding opportunities may be
available in the future on (02) 6736 3500 or
emalil landcare@halenet.com.au



Pasture Field DayGlen Innes DPI | STOP PRESSI 1

Productive, Sustainable Pastures & Livestock will |

be the focus of a Field Day being held by the I .

Grassland Society of NSW at the Glen Innes Agri-, Frlday 4th May 2012
cultural Research Station on Tuesday 1MOcto- |

ber 2011. A quality line up of speakers will cover ot

topics relevant to producers across the New Eng- | Dr Ch”Stlne ‘Jones
land North West region, including paddock ses-
sions looking at some of the pasture trial work at
the Research Station.

Dr Greg Lodge, NSW DPI Research Agronomist
Tamworth, will set the scene for the day with his
thoughts on developing sustainable pasture sys-
tems from his many years working on pastures
from native to temperate and tropical species, in
a diversity of environments. Bob Freebairn,

A opportunity not to be missed!

workshop next year.

agronomist and columnist for The Land, wil fo- 1 Please mark this date in your diary and
cus on the growing interest across the region in | more details will follow closer to the date.

sub-tropical or summer active pasture systems
and the management of these pasture systems
for livestock performance. The basis for any pro- .
ductive sustainable pasture is soil fertility. National Water Week
Agronomist and President of the Grassland Soci- October 16th - 22nd
ety, Mick Duncan, will look at the facts in talking

about soil fertility. Granite Borders Landcare will be hosting an
Paddock sessions will look at a pasture variety ~ Workshop / information session on water mon-
trial where a number of pasture species are be- itoring for Tenterfield Creek.
ing demonstrated and evaluated for their estab- _
lishment, production and persistence. Endo- Where - Meet at the Landcare Office
phytes will be the focus of another session. And In Martin Street
the role of hard seeded legumes in pasture sys-
tems will also be covered. When - Saturday 22nd October

9am #2pm

The field day is part of a series being run across

NSW and is sponsored by Meat & Livestock Aus- Come along to find out more about your local

tralia through their Pastures Australia program creek and how you can be involved in
and Woolworths through Landcare Australia Lim- maintaining a healthy ecosystem.
ited and is supported by NSW Department of Pri-
mary Industries and the Regional Landcare Facili-
tator program.

Internationally respected ground cover
and soils ecologist Dr Christine Jones will
be the guest speaker for this informative

L e e e e e e e e - -

The day will start, at the Research Station at Heycox Horse Handling &
10am and conclude around 4pm. Cost for the Contract Stockman Services
day will be $10 for members of the Grassland
Society and $15 for noamembers which in-
cludes morning tea, lunch and notes for the day.
RSVP to Carol Harris on 0458 206973 emailar-
ol.harris@dpi.nsw.gov.aar Jennie Coldham on
0427 260258 email jennie@gblc.org.au

Buses will be run to the field day (numbers de-
pendent) from Stanthorpe through Liston, Tenter-
field and Deepwater, also from Inverell and from
Walcha through Uralla, Armidale and Guyra.
Booking for these buses is essential, please con-

Available for:
Fencing
Property Management

tact either Carol Harris on 0458 206973 email Spraying
carol.harris@dpi.nsw.gov.aor Jennie Coldham
on 0427 260258 email jennie@gblc.org.au Contact Jason: 0413 343 332
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