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Co-ordinator - Mark Thomas         Project Manager - Amanda Craig 
PH/Fax 02 6736 3500          Phone/Fax 026736 3500 
Mobile 0404 892 696          Mobile 0438 894 556 
Email mark@gblc.org.au         Email mandy@gblc.org.au 
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CATCHMENT MANAGEMENT  
AUTHORITY (CMA) FLOOD FUNDING  
 

The Australian Caring for our County initiative 
has provided each of our areas catchment 
management authorities (Northern River and 
Border Rivers-Gwydir) with $400,000 in flood 
recovery assistance. The funding is to repair 
areas of severe erosion and flood damage and 
includes the restoration and rehabilitation of 
waterways and gullies, removal of flood debris 
and weeds, and the erection of flood damaged 
fence lines. 
 

The Granite Borders Landcare Committee was 
contracted through the Border Rivers-Gwydir 
and Northern Rivers CMA’s, to be the first 
point of contact for enquires and to collect ex-
pressions of interest (EOI) from landholders 

who were affected by the January floods. At 
the close of applications we had collected 128 
submissions.  
 

In addition to the cash support to be distribut-
ed to landholders, Conservation Volunteers 
Australia (CVA) received $300,000 from the 
Australian Government to contribute to the 
flood recovery effort in the form of organizing 
and supplying volunteer labor to assist with on
-ground projects.  
 

Two meetings will be held on the 12th Sep-
tember at the Memorial Hall at 12pm and 6pm. 
Representatives from CVA, NR CMA & BR-G 
CMA, GBLC and the TSC are presenting  
 these  meetings to introduce the project and 
to confirm landholders who need assistance 
from CVA with restoration works and where 
any concerns and questions on how the roll 
out of the money for works is progressing will 
be answered (See p3 for details). 

From left-Amanda Craig (GBLC Project Manager), Brian Clancy 
(BR-G CMA), Gerry Surridge (CVA), Mark Thomas (GBLC 
CSO) Dave Stewart & Neil Rossington (TSC). 
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Australia’s Unique Biodiversity 
 

Australia’s remarkable biodiversity is an essential 
part of its well-being and sustainability. Nearly 

600,000 different described species occur in Aus-

tralia, along with many yet to be described. Of the-

se, about 84 per cent of the mammals, 45 per cent 

of the birds, 93 per cent of the reptiles, 94 per cent 
of the frogs and 85 per cent of the flowering plants 

are only found in Australia. 
 

In south-western Australia, over 4,000 species of 

plants and 100 species of vertebrates are only 
found in this small part of the world. Today, Aus-

tralia has over 1,500 species of threatened plants 

and animals; threats which are compounded by 

the likely effects of climate change. 
 

About the Atlas of Living Australia 
 

The Atlas of Living Australia is a national initiative 
focused on making Australia’s biodiversity infor-

mation more accessible and useable online. It is a 

partnership between CSIRO, Australia’s national 

science agency, the Australian natural history col-

lections community and the Australian Govern-
ment. 
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NSW Landcare Forum 
Sept 5th-7th, Parkes  

For further information go to 
http://www.landcarensw.org.au/forum2011 

 
QLD Landcare  

Conference 2011 
Sept. 20th—23rd, Ayr  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For further information go to  
www.landcare.org.au/conference.htm 

Be natural Landcare grants now 
available-up to $5000! 

For further information go to Landcare Aus-
tralia at http://www.landcareonline.com.au/

news/archive/be-natural-landcare-grants-now
-open/ or ask the staff at Granite Borders 

Landcare. 

 

      Landcare  
  Adventure 2012 

 

  26th & 27th March 

 
 

Keynote Speaker  
 

Major General Michael Jeffries  
 

Please mark this exciting event in your 
diary !!! 
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GRANITE BORDERS 
LANDCARE WEEK  

TRIVIA NIGHT 
 

FRIDAY 9th SEPTEMBER 
 
 
 

Join us for a night of great food, fun & 
friendship. Get together a group of 6-8 
people to challenge for some fantastic 
prizes and the honour of your team! Or 

come along and join a team on the night. 
 
 
 

WHERE - Tenterfield Memorial Hall  
         (RSL Pavilion) 
 
 
 

TIME - 7pm for 7.30pm 
 
 
 

COST - $15 (to cover nibbles, drinks  
         & great prizes) 
 
 
 

RSVP - Landcare Office on 02 6736 3500 
      by Wednesday 7th September 

 
 

 
WANTED !!!! 

 

                          POTTI PUTKI                              
HIKO BELTS                         TREE PLANTERS  
 
 

Despite our best efforts to keep track of hiko belts and 
tree planters many have gone astray, limiting our ability 
to help people with Spring planting. 
 

If you have any sitting around please return them to the 
Landcare office as soon as possible. The hiko trays that 
the seedlings come in are also welcome back at the of-
fice. 
 

Many thanks from the Landcare team. 

Flood Recovery Project—Tenterfield Town Meetings 
 

When: Monday 12th September—12pm & 6pm 
 

Free Sausage Sizzle included 
 

Where: Tenterfield Memorial Hall, Molesworth Street 
 

Guest Speaker: Mike Lloyd, Red Frog Environmental Solutions 
 

Come and hear what is planned for areas around Tenterfield that were affected by the flooding earlier this 
year. Mike Lloyd will give a presentation on restoration and rehabilitation of the Tenterfield Creek.  

Conservation Volunteers Australia will then introduce the project and the leadership team that will support 
the volunteers involved; Project Co-ordinator—Geoff Wilkins, Team Leaders—Deanna Rovera & Brian 

Grogan. 
On-ground activities are expected to be completed by the end of the year. 
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Two carloads of people left the Tenterfield Land-
care office to venture down the Bruxner Highway to 
Mallanganee. Mara Seeds, as part of the Northern 
Rivers Foodlinks Sustainable Agriculture Project, 
were holding a field day to showcase various pro-
jects and trials that they have been involved in over 
the past twelve months or more.  
The day started with  
presentations by  Stuart 
Larson (Mara Seeds),  
Glen Scammell (Resear 
ch Agronomist), Bart  
Davidson (Soil  
Specialist) and Simon  
Proust (NRCMA).  
After some interesting  
conversations and a  
hearty meal we made  
our way to the trial site 
to examine results of a  
fertiliser trial on a soy- 
bean crop.                       Above-Biochar Production      
 
Unfortunately summer flooding impacted on the 
results but future crops should be more conclusive.    
We then visited the company’s biochar facility and 
needless to say there was a great deal of interest 
in the 150 plus audience! Our final destination was 
the compost production site at Culmaran Creek. 
Such beautiful rich compost was a sight to behold. 
All in all everyone in attendance enjoyed a day of 
learning, networking and great food.  
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             Organic     

Roadshows  2011 

 

 

 

 

 

The BFA Roadshows – held nationwide each year 
– are practical events which aim to foster 
knowledge, information sharing and networking 
amongst farmers who are interested in lowering 
their inputs, and gaining an understanding of how 
to manage an environmentally and financially sus-
tainable farming business. The roadshows provide 
attendees with the latest information on organic 
industry developments and opportunities. 

The roadshows interest those in the fields of sus-
tainable, biological, organic and biodynamic agri-
culture and feature a host of informative guest 
speakers including successful A-Grade organic 
operators, soil specialists and scientists, wholesal-
ers, marketers, researchers and other experts in 
their fields.   

Gary Zimmer , respected author and biological 
farming consultant, will be touring Australia as part 
of the BFA Roadshow. Dates are as follows; 

Tuesday 4th Octo-
ber –Mullumbimby/
Byron Bay 

Wednesday 5th Oc-
tober—Stanthorpe 
QLD 

For further infor-
mation and/or book-
ings, phone 1300 331 
309 or email          
events@bfa.com.au. 
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Changing Land Management: adoption of 
new practices by rural landholders 
Editors—David Pannell & Frank Vanclay 
CSIRO publication 
 

“Changing Land  
Management  
provides key insights  
from past and cutting- 
edge research to  
support decision-makers  
as they attempt to  
influence or assist rural communities adapting 
to changed circumstances, such as new tech-
nologies, new environmental imperatives, 
new market opportunities or changed cli-
mate.” CSIRO publishing 
 

Available at http://www.publish.csiro.au/
pid/6483.htm for $79.95 in paperback. 

TREES-TREES-TREES 
 

Just a reminder that the 
collection date for farm 
trees is………… 
 

Saturday 22nd 
October 2011. 
 
Please mark this in your 
diary! 

Tenterfield Naturalists 
 

The Tenterfield Naturalist held an enjoyable outing 
to the Southern boundary of Mole Station on the 
weekend of  7th August. The Tenterfield Nats were 
joined by some members of the Tamworth Native 
Plant Society. 
 
The wattles have started to bloom but it looks like 
peaking in a week or so. The trip to the back of the 
property was preceded by a visit to the old Mole 
River Arsenic Mine and the monthly meeting and a 
morning tea beside the Mole River. 
 

Upcoming excursions include White Beech Nature 
Reserve, Drake, on Saturday 10th September and 
Basket Swamp on Saturday 29th October. Trips 
start at the Landcare office at 9am. 
 
For more details contact Neil Fordyce on (02) 6736 
4042 or email tenterfieldnats.secretary@gmail.com 
 
To get involved with the Tenterfield Naturalists 
come along to Tenterfield Park for one of the work-
ing bees. The group meet every Tuesday morning 
at 9am, and for more information contact Neil 
Fordyce on (02) 6736 4042. 
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Sandra Smith’s 

‘TRENAYR’  Mole River Road 
MINGOOLA 

This field day is part of a project that aims 
to inform and achieve  
effective control of herbaceous weeds in 
particular blue heliotrope.  

RSVP: GBLC   02 6736 3500 (catering & 
directions) by Monday 29th August 
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A series of special 6-day native forest management courses 
are to be run around NSW over the next year. Annabel 
Kater, a local private forest owner and sawmiller, will over-
see the project with Rowan Reid’s support. The courses are 
specifically designed for landholders who want to enhance 
the quality of their native forest—whatever their interests. 
 
To encourage landholders to become involved a free ‘try-
before-you-buy’ introduction day. For those who wish to 
complete the program the course will cover all aspects of 
tree and forest management for conservation, biodiversity, 
landscape and profit. 
 
Full course cost: $100/person ($50 extra family  
   member) for the whole 6 days 
 
Annabel Kater  
0437399511  
annabelkater@bravo.net.au 
 
Rowan Reid 
0409609939 
Ro-
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Red Frog Environmental Solutions 

Suite 5, 94 Beardy St, Armidale  NSW  2350 
Ph: 02 6772 2445 
Fax: 02 6772 2446 

Mobile: 0427 333764 
Email: mike.lloyd@redfrog.com.au �

Areas of Landcare Expertise 
· Erosion & sediment control plans 
· Soil conservation works design & survey 
· Farm dam design & survey 
· Mine & land rehabilitation 
· Soil & land capability assessment 
· Environmental impact assessment 
· Riparian management plans 
· Project implementation & management 
· Natural resource management 
· Environmental monitoring & management 
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Holistic Management is now a registered TAFE 
course in NSW 
 

The course is broken into 8 sessions of 2 days 
each held approximately 4 weeks apart. 
 

Cost is $225 which includes all materials, 
textbooks and meals. 
Proposed locations for delivery of workshop are at 
Armidale 25/26th August 2011 and 
Bonshaw 4/5th October 2011  
 

A Queensland based course will be up and 
running later this year. 
 
 

Contact Helen Lewis -  
helen@insideoutmngt.com.au or 07 4661 7393 

Granite Borders Landcare 
Strategic Planning Workshop 

 

Wednesday 28th September 2011 
 

Landcare Office—9am till 3pm 
Morning tea and lunch provided 

 

This is a great opportunity to be involved in the 
redevelopment of our Strategic Plan, an important 

document in guiding the future of our  
organisation. 

 

RSVP—Wednesday 7th September to the 
 Landcare office on 02 6736 3500. 

 

===================================== 
 

Ideas for future Landcare events ?  
 

�� Property Management Planning                      
�� Grazing Systems                                     
�� Soil health                                               
�� Weed Management                                  
�� Pest Management                                                                       
�� Revegetation                                           
�� Fire Management                                    
�� Water Quality                                          
�� Biodiversity                                             
�� Resilient Landscapes                               

 

Let the Landcare team know what event you 
would like to see in your area. Phone 02 6736 

3500 or email at landcare@halenet.com.au 
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WEED WATCH 

 

Fireweed 
Senecio madagascariensis 

 

 
 

Description 
   Annual, sometimes short-lived perennial plant 
 to 50 cm. Leaves with irregular toothed margins, 

not deeply lobed. Numerous small yellow  
daisy-like flowers from April to September  

with 13 petals. Dark cylindrical seed topped  
with fluffy white awns.(information sourced  

from The Weed Society of Queensland  
‘Weeds of Southern Queensland-3rd Edition) 

Control 
Speak with staff at Granite Borders Landcare  

for control methods. 

COMING TO A TOWN 
NEAR YOU!!!!! 

WEED SAFARI 
22nd NOVEMBER 2011 

   

 

WFI: Community & the 
Environment  

WFI (previously Wesfarmers Federation Insur-
ance) recognises it’s corporate responsibility 
towards both the environment and the communi-
ty in it’s  various roles as insurer, investor, em-
ployer and consumer. 
 

They believe, as part of their social responsibil-
ity, that it is important to do what they can to pro-
tect and improve the environment. They under-
stand that the pursuit of best environmental 
practice makes sound social and commercial 
sense. 
 

Where possible WFI strive to meet their busi-
ness targets, whilst at the same time acknowl-
edging their social responsibility.   
 

Importantly WFI contribute 5% to 10% of the 
value of every insurance policy held by a lo-
cal Landcare member to Granite Borders 
Landcare Committee!  Please support your 
local Landcare Network by supporting your 
local WFI and be sure to tell them you are a 
Landcare member! 
 

Contact your local WFI Office:- 
David de Ferranti –  262 Byron Street,  
     Inverell 
     Phone 0267 221 755   
     Fax 0267 222 338  
     Mobile 0412 328 911  
david.defarranti@wfri.wesfarmers.com.au  
 

Good People  
to know.  

 
 
 
 
 

Energy & Water Efficiency Calculator 
 

Origin and Country Energy have produced an 

online tool to assist in understanding household 

water and electricity use and to help you make  
your property more efficient. For more information 

go to http://www.countryenergy.com.au/content/

energyanswers-calculator or call 1800 363 749 

(8.30am-5pm Monday to Friday) to discuss ways 

you can improve your energy efficiency. 
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Harley: Where are you?  
The comings and goings of the Stanthorpe 
Landcare coordinator. 

Well, this question has been raised quite a bit over 
the last six months or so. So..where have I been 
and what will I be up to over the next six months? 

Readers of the newsletter will have had some idea 
that I was kept pretty busy with coordinating the two 
volunteer camps for the flood recovery effort. 

The first camp to open was in Stanthorpe, in late 
January, and was followed by Warwick a month 
later. As it happened, the Warwick camp stayed 
active right up until the end of June.  During this 
time, many landholders were assisted in clearing 
debris, re-standing fences etc with well over one 
thousand volunteer days contributed. This was a 
fantastic effort and will be remembered for many 
years to come. 

Now that the Warwick camp is closed the 
volunteers, vehicles and equipment have been re 
deployed to Goondiwindi where they are able to 
assist landholders in the Moonie area. 

Over Easter, I was able to take a break and went to 
Melbourne for a three day course in identifying 
water bugs (to a family level) and was later joined 
by Siobhan and we spent a week “on holidays”. 

June is the season of work planning in QMDC, and 
that is where the activities and priorities of the 
organisation, its member groups and the people 
who work with it are set. I was no exception to this 
process, and this year the work plan looks a bit 
more doable! 

My two priority areas for the next 12 months are: 
the Cannon Creek catchment and rolling out round 
2 of the sub catchment plan; and the Eukey 
catchment: expanding the area under the rabbit 
research and control project as well as bringing 
some additional activities to the district. 

As well I will continue to support the various groups 
that have languished a little while I was seconded to 
the Basin Flood Recovery Initiative. 

 Other projects on the horizon are 

¨  Working with Stanthorpe Rare Wildflower 
Consortium to develop a web based tool 
for identifying the common trees on your 
property. The launch of this will be 
accompanied by a field day. 

¨  Soil pit day in the Cannon Creek area: this 
will also look at the litter layer; soil macro 
fauna; the biological activity of various 
mulching regimes etc 
 
 
 

In addition I will continue to work with SDRC 
supporting the volunteer organisation component of 
council and the weeds and pest extension activities. 

Oh, and one more thing: I will be on leave from mid-
August to late September, and we are going to 
Ireland! 

 

The Stanthorpe Coordinator contact details: 
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STOP PRESS!!! 
 

Friday 4th May 2012 
 

Dr Christine Jones 
 
 

A opportunity not to be missed!  
 

Internationally respected ground cover 
and soils ecologist Dr Christine Jones will 
be the guest speaker for this informative 

workshop next year. 
 

Please mark this date in your diary and 
more details will follow closer to the date. 
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