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Chai

This year started with rain, rain and
more rain. The level of flooding that we
experienced in this region is very rarely seen
and it did cause large scale damage to
property structures and our landscape. To all
those that were affected | hope that you have
recovered and regained some of your losses.
In this time Helen Smith (former CSO) spent
many hours helping with organising volunteer
assistance and in the recovery process and |
would like to thank her for her contribution.
Helen has since moved to work with the QLD
DPI in the dairy industry around northern
Queensland and we all hope she finds job
satisfaction in an area she has a lot of
interest in.

r manos

The office this year has seen a lot of
staff changes. Jennie has a new role as
Regional Landcare Facilitator which is
fulfilling for her but has meant that she can no
longer be involved in local Landcare issues.
This year the staff at GBLC has formed into a
strong team. Our new CSO, Mark Thomas
has adapted to the challenges of the job and
is going from strength to strength, Mandy
works very hard to ensure all projects run
smoothly and on ti me,
expanded to Office Manager and Margi
continues to handle all the background work
in the office. We also have many volunteers
that have helped both through the floods and
in the office from time to time, so thank you to
everyone for their help and work throughout
the year.

In the last few months the staff and
committee have been helped by Jennie and
Karen Zirkler in producing our Strategic Plan.
This not only helps us with future funding
applications but has been a great chance to
review our past achievements, look at where
we currently are and determine our priorities
in the future. Thank you to everyone involved
in this process.

Above -Strategic Planning Session with Karen Zirkler
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Late in this year GBLC was granted our
largest Caring for our Country grant. The
Grant totals $596,750 (GST Inclusive) and is
called "Repairing the Damage from January
2011 Floods, Northern NSW." GBLC is
forming a Steering Committee represented by
the three Landcare networks (GBLC,
GLENRAC & GWYMAC) as well as NRCMA
& BR-GCMA to ensure this money is
distributed equitably across the affected
community.

To everybody associated with GBLC
please have a safe and happy festive season
and may the New Year be a prosperous one
for us all.

Tenterfield Naturalists

The Tenterfield Naturalists are holding their final
meeting of the year at Tenterfield Park, Derby
Street, at 9:00 am on Sunday 11th December.
Meet at the shed just off Derby Street.

The short meeting (and morning tea) will be
followed by a working bee then the Xmas BBQ in
the top park. Come along and bring something to
cook for lunch.

The working bee will be mainly for maintenance of
the botanic garden (entrance off the top of East
Street). Everyone is welcome to help out.

As well as mowing, weeding and mulching, the

two new bird boxes donated by the TAFE wood
workers will be put up and some planting will be
done around the dam in the lower park.

Please contact Neil Fordyce on (02) 6736 4042
for further information.

NRCMA Waterwatch Training

Granite Borders Landcare recently held a
Waterwatch training session along
Tenterfield Creek. The event was supported
by NRCMA Catchment Officer, Max Osborne.
Max did a wonderful job of guiding the group
through the processes involved in monitoring
levels for pH, salinity, turbidity, temperature,
dissolved oxygen, phosphates and of course
macro-invertebrates!

GBLC will be forming a group to conduct
monthly monitoring of Tenterfield Creek at
the beginning of next year. For more
information please contact Mark Thomas at
the Landcare office on (02) 6736 3500.
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Schools Waterwatch Activity

On Thursday 3rd November students from St
Josephds Primary
Memorial School and Mingoola Primary
School participated in water monitoring
activities along Tenterfield Creek.

Granite Borders Landcare, in partnership with
Border Rivers-Gwydir Catchment
Management Authority, hosted the event to
encourage greater understanding of the
importance of a healthy creek for all of us.

It was a beautiful day and Jubilee Park was a
scene of great excitement and enthusiasm.
The poor little cri
what had hit them, but luckily most survived
the day without too much psychological
damage inflicted!

Tadpoles, yabbies, blood worms, caddisfly
larvae, damselfly and dragonfly nymphs were
just some of the inhabitants we observed. The
macro-invertebrate findings, together with
good pH, turbidity and EC results indicated
that Tenterfield Creek is a healthy
environment.

Kelly Coleman, BR-G CMA education officer,
along with husband Peter did a great job in
delivering the three workshops and ensured
that an enjoyable and safe day was had by all.

Thanks must also go to all the staff and
students involved. | was impressed by the
attitude and politeness of the pupils and their
willingness to learn. | am looking forward to
the next event already!

Above - Peter Coleman demonstrates to students from
St Josephés Primary School
Tenterfield Creek.
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Community Action Grant Success

Congratulations to the following groups who
have received funding through the Federal
Governmentds 6Caring
Community Action Grants program.

-

Pikes Creek Subcatchment Group -
Improved grazing management

A Stanthorpe Landcare - Increasing
biodiversity through revegetation

A Tenterfield Rural Landcare Group -
Increasing biodiversity through revegetation

A Mallow Sub-catchment Group -
Improved grazing management

A Deepwater Landcare - Controlling Chilean
Needle Grass

A Drumsleed Subcatchment Group -
Improved grazing management

A Mingoola Landcare- Controlling Blue
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Conservation Volunteers Australia
Flood Recovery Update

The efforts of the staff and volunteers
involved with CVA have not gone un-noticed.
Land across the region that was ravaged by
flooding at the beginning of this year has
been given a much needed boost through
the tireless work of local and international
volunteers. People from all walks of life and
all corners of the globe (including Korea,
Thailand, Canada, England, France,
Germany, Austria & the USA) have been
involved.

Above-Volunteers assist in revegetating a site near the
Tenterfield TAFE campus.

Two teams of volunteers have been running
each week, and areas to receive help so far
include the Mole River (and as far out as
Bonshaw), Mt Spirabo Rd, areas east along
the Bruxner Hwy as well as areas along
Tenterfield Creek and within the town itself.

Their achievements to date include;

A Over 1500 trees planted covering more
than 3000 sq. metres

A Almost 10 000 sg. metres weeded

A Over 4 km of fencing constructed

A More than 4.5 km of fencing repaired

Geoff Wilkins (CVA) has been ccordinating
the flood recovery program and commented
on the excellent relationships that had
developed within partner organisations,
including Granite Borders Landcare, NRCMA,
BRGCMA and Tenterfield Shire Council.
Geoff also said that the volunteers get a
great sense of achievement and landholders
are grateful for the assistance. Well done to
everyone involved!

BLOG Update

Above- At Se pt gathériagobtlse
Border Landcare Organic Group (BLOG),
participants were entertained by the
irrepressible Leyland Minter demonstrating the
results of plant trials of his miraculous organic
products. Jane | 60ns
the geology of the granite highlands and
added some interesting details of the
properties of diatomaceous earth and its many
uses in organic agriculture.

October 0s
Landcare Organic Group (BLOG), participants
dug up the cow horns which had been buried
in autumn to extract the energised compost

Above - A t

material called 650060
biodynamic agriculture. About sixty people
helped in the process after hearing an
introductory talk on how biodynamics differs
from other organic growing.

BLOG website :

www.granitenet.com.au/groups/
environmental/blog
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